A Few Party Ideas
Check out Family Fun magazine or familyfun.go.com for party, activity and craft ideas.  The online version has an extensive archive and is very helpful.

Sign up online for Highlights Magazine at www.highlights.com.  You can get a monthly hidden picture link sent by e-mail.  These are great for getting the party started or for including in goody bags.  The website also has party ideas and other great parent information.

Bingo.  Go to www.dltk-cards.com/bingo and create your own bingo cards.  They have images for valentines day and winter so you can customize with hardly any work.  You can choose pictures-only for little guys who don’t read yet or some vocabulary for older kids.  NOTE:  When you make your bingo card, be sure you don’t print 20 copies of the same card!  You have to click “Print a Bingo Card” each time in order to get random cards.  Be sure to print a call out sheet, as well.
Go to www.puzzlemaker.com to create your own hidden word or crossword puzzles.

If you plan a craft, it’s a good idea to make one at home first so you know exactly how to do it and in what order.  (It’s also a good way to tell if it’s too hard for your child’s age group.) Package the materials each child will need in separate baggies.  This makes distributing and clean up easy. 

Go to the library and ask your favorite children’s librarian for ideas.  They are familiar with planning age-appropriate storytimes and programs for groups of children and will give you lots of good information, books, websites and advice.  They will also give you book suggestions if you plan to read a story.  (You might wish to purchase a copy of the book and present it to the teacher after the party on behalf of the class.)
Check out holiday music at the library and bring your boom box.  You could print the words of some popular holiday tunes and have a sing-along.  Or have children make simple instruments like rubber band guitars, paper towel tube rhythm sticks, straw flutes, etc. and get together your own band!
Guessing games:  Fill a jar with ornaments and have each child guess how many are in the jar.  Winner gets bragging rights and each child gets to take home one of the ornaments.  Or fill a clear plastic container with pink, red and white candies and have the children guess how many.  Each child gets to take home a scoop of the candies.  Think of other possibilities.

Candy Heart Stacking-give each child a scoop of candy hearts and see who can make the tallest stack.  A grosser but fun idea:  see how many candy hearts the child can stick to his/her face.  Some licking may be required-this is where the handi-wipes come in!
Goody bag ideas-small trinkets from Party City and other party stores, candies, pencils, erasers, stickers, animal crackers, individually packaged snack cookies and crackers.

